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Newspaper Clips 
December 19, 2015 

IIT-Delhi alumna to drive change 

 
Padmasree Warrior, high-profile Silicon Valley executive, is new CEO of a Chinese electric 

car start-up in the U.S. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/iitdelhi-alumna-padmasree-warrior-to-drive-

change/article8005323.ece 

Padmasree Warrior, one of Silicon Valley’s high-profile women executives, has been appointed the U.S. chief 

executive officer of a Chinese firm which is building an electric car to compete with the American electric car 

manufacturer Tesla.  

Ms. Warrior, 55, will be the chief development officer and CEO of the start-up NextEV. A technology industry 

veteran, Ms. Warrior was most recently Cisco’s Chief Technology and Strategy Officer and had stepped down 

from the position in June.  

Warrior’s track record as a technology visionary is “undisputed” and her knowledge of the global markets and 

business acumen are “surpassed only by her ability to lead distributed teams of engineers and developers toward 

a common goal”, NextEV’s founder and chairman William Li said in a statement.  

“Her passion for technology and the positive impact it can have on humanity, aligns well with the core values of 

NextEV as we build the first user-enterprise.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/iitdelhi-alumna-padmasree-warrior-to-drive-change/article8005323.ece
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NextEV’s global team is comprised of the best minds from the automotive, software and user experience 

domains,” Mr. Li said. “We will leverage leading edge technologies to deliver world-class products to global 

consumers.”  

Ms. Warrior said she had always looked for opportunities to leverage technology to tackle big problems.  

“Climate change and air quality are two of the most significant global challenges today. I believe that electric 

vehicles will play a major role in the overall solution.”  

Ms. Warrior has in the past been named by Forbes among the world’s 100 most powerful women. She is an 

alumna of the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.  
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NITs should not be compared with IITs: NITK Director 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/nits-should-not-be-compared-with-iits-nitk-

director/article8007300.ece 

Criticising the Centre for taking Indian Institute of Technologies as a benchmark for framing the policy of 

National Institutes of Technology, Director of National Institute of Technology Karnataka Swapan 

Bhattacharya said each NIT should be evaluated individually. 

Speaking at the 10th global alumni convention here on Friday, Mr. Bhattaracharya said time had come for 

dismantling the IIT system. The Centre should also stop framing policy in the name of IITs. Each NIT was no 

less than an IIT and it should be evaluated individually. 

“We want the Centre to compare our NIT with IIT Mumbai,” he said and added that the faculty and students in 

the NITs were no less than those in the IITs. The projects and programmes at the NITs are acclaimed world 

over. 

Pointing to the dichotomy, Mr. Bhattacharya said fees for pursuing undergraduate course at the NIT is 1.25 lakh 

per annum while it is Rs. 2 lakh at the IIT. “Obviously an impression is being given that the quality at NITs was 

less than at the IIT. 

Mr. Bhattacharya, who is leaving the Institute by the end of this month, said only IITs cannot shape the 

country’s fortune. There was need of 100 more institutes like NITs. 

In his key note address, Managing Director of Titan Industries, Bhaskar Bhat said India was on a growth ladder 

as there was a positive change in the economy. This was because of confluence of large population, rise in 

personal income and rise of people’s aspiration, which was unique to India. Mr. Bhat said India was in the best 

position to tackle volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity, which the World was now talking about. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/nits-should-not-be-compared-with-iits-nitk-director/article8007300.ece
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There was discourse by spiritual leader Jaggi Vasudev, who is the founder of Isha Foundation. The alumni 

association felicitated retired professors and staff of NITK and also some alumni, who have made a mark in 

their professions. 

Markandey Katju slams IIT students while addressing them; 

calls them ‘unpatriotic, selfish’! 

It takes Rs 3.4 lakh per year for an IITian to get educated in the elite institute but the 

students only have to pay Rs 90,000 per year, rest of Rs 2.5 lakh amount per student per 

year is being paid from the tax payers money 

http://www.india.com/news/india/markandey-katju-slams-iit-students-while-addressing-them-calls-them-

unpatriotic-selfish-798668/ 

Mumbai, December 19: Former Supreme Court judge Markendey Katju on Friday while addressing students 

of Indian Institute of Technology Bombay said that they do not have genuine love for country and they are 

utterly selfish with no patriotism or idealism left among them. Katju visited the elite engineering institution on 

Friday and the comment was unexpected as he was invited as a guest speaker there to speak on various issue. 

After visiting IIT Bombay Justice Katju posted on Saturday posted on his Facebook where he said, “Most of 

you IIT students have no genuine love for the country. You are utterly selfish, with no patriotism or idealism”. 

Katju said everyone in IIT want to migrate to United States and most of the students manage to do that. 

According to Katju most of the IITians pursue M.Tech degree from US for which they get scholarship and they 

settle down there, enjoying a comfortable life and to hell with India. Read Also: (Blind student Srikant Bolla, 

rejected by IIT, gets admission to MIT & now he started a small venture in India for training computers 

to blind students) 

He said, that the education of IIT is largely subsidised by the Indian taxpayers money. “But after we Indians pay 

for your education, you are taken away by America (or Europe) who benefit from your technical knowledge, 

which was imparted by us,” Katju added. 

Katju further explains in his Facebook post in a most blatant manner, that the higher education is very 

expensive in the West and due to which the westerners take our best brain by educating IITians at a small 

fraction of cost in their own country. 

He further criticised the students saying that, after the IITians settle down in America, they become NRIs, who 

know everything and do not understand about what is good for the people of country and what is not. 

It takes Rs 3.4 lakh per year for an IITian to get educated in the elite institute but the students only have to pay 

Rs 90,000 per year, rest of Rs 2.5 lakh amount per student per year is being paid from the tax payers money. 

According to the budget estimates for 2015-2016, Rs 1703.85 crore is been allocated by the government from 

the taxpayers money. 
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IIT-M develops carbon 'nanotube' that helps kill cancer cells 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/IIT-M-develops-carbon-nanotube-that-helps-kill-cancer-

cells/articleshow/50242592.cms? 

Chennai: Researchers at Indian Institute of Technology Madras have developed a carbon `nanotube' that helps kill 

cancer cells without affecting neighbour cells and tissues. 

 

The team has found that carbon nanotubes measuring less than one micron in length made by rolling graphene sheets 

can be used in targeted photodynamic therapy where cancer cells are killed by inducing heat without any toxic effect to 

the body . The therapy involves targeting cancer cells embedded with the nanotubes which alone get heated during the 

process. IIT-M has been doing the research in collaboration with National University of Singapore. 

 

Graphene, an atomic layer of graphite in the form of sheet, is rolled to make carbon nanotubes. The inner diameter of 

these tubes measure about 20 to 30 nanometre (1 nanometre is one-billionth of a meter) and the outer diameter 50 to 

60 nanometres. Their length could be up to 1,000 nanometre. Professor and head of alternative energy and 

nanotechnology laboratory at IIT-M, Sundara Ramaprabhu said these carbon nanotubes have excellent thermal 

conductivity and have a large surface area to support and carry a drug. 

 

In photodynamic therapy , the professor said, these carbon nanotubes are coated with vitamins like folic acid and 

injected into the patient. The folate receptors, a protein in the body, then take both the vitamin and the carbon 

nanotubes to the nucleus of the cell including the cancerous cells. Therapists pass infrared radiation in pulses at a 

wavelength of about 800 nanometre. "A good amount of energy in pulses will be stronger," the professor said. 

 

With the carbon nanotubes possessing good thermal conductivity , the heat from the radiation passes through the 

nanomaterial present in the cells. Once the temperature rises to 42°C, it kills the cancerous cells. The surrounding cells, 

which have not absorbed the nanotubes, will remain unaffected. 

 

"Much research is being conducted world over with various nanomaterials like iron oxide, gold nanoparticles and metal 

nanoparticles for photodynamic therapy . We found that carbon nanotubes made by rolling grapheme sheets are more 

effective in cancer therapy," Ramaprabhu said. Studies were also conducted to check the toxicity of the nanomaterial by 

evaluating few parameters like the tubes' length, solubility , concentration and purity .They found that the carbon 

nanotubes were less toxic in a range of concentrations that are normally used, but also are `ultrapure', which means it 

guarantees safe application.The scientists say that more research is needed before applying the process on different 

types of cancers. 
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